way to be officious. But the fust thing to do is pay these hotel people. After that they won't have anything to think about. They'll just shove the trunk in a corner and forget all about it until you send for it.**
" Mind you, I never said that I didn't want the things in it."
" You can get on without them."
"But what advantage do you see in not getting it to-day?"
" This, in the first place - that they will have less reason for asking for your address. Even if you went yourself------"
" What, go myself?   Not likely ! "
" After all, why shouldn't you ? . . . You could say: 6 I'm only staying where I am for a night or two. I'll give you my definite address when I get the trunk.* Supposing it's somebody else-myself, for example-who goes, it's even simpler. I am your new employer - that's a good idea of yours. I've come to pay what you owe them - an advance on your wages. More especially, I've come to get a reference about you. Your new address ? I don't know it yet. So long as I don't take your trunk away with me, there is no reason why I should give my own address ; and I am not bound to know whether you have found a place to live yet."
The man listened to Quinette as a patient listens to a doctor. All he wanted was to believe what he told him and do what he told him. When a patient raises an objection, it is only for the purpose of compelling the doctor to take everything into account and apply his infallible wisdom to all the details of the problem.
Quinette looked at his watch.
" Hallo, nearly seven o'clock 1 - and we haven't got very far."
He stood up.
" I should very much like to see if there isn't anything in the kte evening papers, too."
" No, no ! " exclaimed the man excitedly; " no ! "
" Why not ?   Don't be ridiculous."